PLEBISCITE   OF   1918-1919
difficulty'.1 The Acting Civil Commissioner realizing the
strategic importance of Najaf, appeared before the 'Askraf,
representing the divines and tribal shaikhs, and explained to
them that their opinion was to be asked on three questions.
The gathering was unanimously in favour of British protection
from Mosul to the Gulf without an Amir. Two days later,
however, a Shi6! of some local reputation came from Baghdad
to Najaf and persuaded the dignitaries not to send the original
petition.2 On learning of the difficulty, the authorities got in
touch with the leading notables including Saiyid Kadhim
Yazdi, with whose help 'the matter was brought to a successful
conclusion',3 a series of fourteen declarations from individuals
and groups being secured.4 Some of these asked for a British
Protectorate and an Amir when the country should be ready
for him. Several asked outright, however, for an Arab Govern-
ment with an Amir, no mention whatever being made of
Great Britain.
In the city of Karbala, the religious leaders or Mujtahids
issued a decree orfatwd that any person who desired other than
a Muslim government was an infidel. Under this pronounce-
ment the people of the town hesitated. When they did make a
declaration,
their opinions were not in accordance with those taken by
the Najafis. Fortunately, in Najaf the step had been irrevoc-
ably taken, and there could be no turning back. The double
effect was that in Karbala no progress was made and the
opinion formulated was never expressed officially, while in
Najaf the discussion was closed beyond reopening.5
In Kadhimain, anti-British feeling ran high. 'The 'Ulamd
threatened with excommunication and exclusion from the
1 Admin. Report, Shandyah Division, 1919 (Baghdad, 1920), p. 30.
2 Memorandum on Self-Determination in Mesopotamia (Secret Memorandum
No. 824, by Miss G. L. Bell, February 22, 1919), p. 3. An abridged version
appears in Wilson, Sir A. T.: Mesopotamia, 1917-1930, App. 3.
* Admin. Report, Shamiyah, 1919, p. 30.
4 Self-Determination-. Section 7, Shamlya Declarations, pp. 14-15.
5 Admin. Report, Shamiyah, 1919, p. 30.
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